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me out of the boat. The best time for landing
on the rocks is at half-tide. I was informed that
materials have been collected for constructing a
pier, a project, for which nature has provided an
excellent site; but, from the poverty of the go-
vernment, or some other cause, it has been post-
poned. This is the more extraordinary, as the
Portuguese government has hitherto been in the
habit of transporting to St. Jago convicted felons,
by whom public works could have been cheaply
accomplished. Angola, however, has latterly been
adopted as the principal convict settlement of the
Portuguese.

Hides, goat skins, and salt, are exported from
these islands, but the chief and most valuable
produce is the orchilla weed. It is a government
monopoly, and is at present farmed out to a man
named Martiney.

As the orchilla weed is a production, the prac-
tical application of which in various ways is dif-
fused over a large surface of utility, and as its
peculiar properties are not very generally known,
a minute description of its nature and uses, which
I have procured at some cost of time and research,
may not prove uninteresting.

The orchilla is a delicate fibrous plant, springing
up in situations that are apparently the most un-
favourable to the sustenance of vegetable life.
When gathered it has a soft delicious odour, which
it retains for a great length of time. Mr. Glas, in
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